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The Memorial’s Mission Statement was created by a 350-member task force that was brought 
together by an unspeakable act of terrorism. On April 19, 1995, one hundred and sixty-eight 
individuals were killed in the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in downtown 
Oklahoma City. Within months, survivors, family members, first responders and community 
members united to create the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum.  

Instead of letting this horrific act of violence divide us, it brought people together. The Memorial 
and Museum continues to teach us about the power of resilience and hope, even in the shadow of 
great tragedy. 

The essay committee at the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum encourages you to think 
deeply about the lessons learned from the Oklahoma City bombing and how they are relevant today.

O K L A H O M A  C I T Y  N A T I O N A L  M E M O R I A L  &  M U S E U M

23RD ANNUAL STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST
We come here to remember those who were killed, those who survived and 
those changed forever. May all who leave here know the impact of violence. 

May this memorial offer comfort, strength, peace, hope and serenity. 
Memorial Mission Statement

memorialmuseum.com


The contest is open to all public, private, parochial or homeschool students in grades 5-12. 

Grades 5-6........350 words 1st Place....$100 2nd Place....$75 3rd Place....$50 
Grades 7-8 .......350 words 1st Place....$150 2nd Place....$100 3rd Place....$75 
Grades 9-10 .....500 words 1st Place....$500 2nd Place....$300 3rd Place....$150 
Grades 11-12 .....500 words 1st Place....$1,000 2nd Place....$750 3rd Place....$500 

Entries must be received online at MemorialMuseum.com/essaycontest  
by 11:59pm CST on Monday, March 4, 2024. 

The use of creative, text-generating artificial intelligence, such as ChatGPT, is strictly prohibited. 
Winning entries will be checked by software that will detect plagiarism and/or use of AI. Spelling 
and grammar checking features that are commonly incorporated into word processors continue 
to be allowed. 

Please make sure the following are completed before submission: 
• Is your essay titled?
• Have you reviewed your essay for proper grammar and punctuation?
• Is your student release form complete?
• Is your essay free of names or identifiable information on the body of your paper?

Essays will be judged by educators and community leaders. The decision of the judges is final. 
Essays will be judged on originality, voice, adherence to topic, and proper grammar, spelling and 
punctuation. 

Winners will be contacted by phone or email by March 13, 2024 and will be recognized at a 
ceremony in early April. A list of the winners and their essays will be posted on the Memorial’s 
website, MemorialMuseum.com.
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Essay Prompt - Grades 5 and 6 (Suggested word count, 350 words)
Prizes:     1st Place $100     2nd Place $75     3rd Place $50

Select a quote or moment from the video that is 

important for us to remember. Explain why your choice 

shows that the Oklahoma City bombing matters now 

and can still give us hope. Use examples from your life 

or events happening in the world today to help make 

your point.

Watch the video and respond to the prompt at 
MemorialMuseum.com/essaycontest.  

The video includes evidence of the impact of violence from the bombing 
on April 19, 1995. Teacher, parent, and student discretion is advised. 

Grades 7 and 8 (Suggested word count, 350 words)
Prizes:     1st Place $150     2nd Place $100     3rd Place $75

MemorialMuseum.com Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum  |  PO Box 323  |  Oklahoma City, OK  73101 
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23RD ANNUAL STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST

Grades 11 and 12 (Suggested word count, 500 words) 
Prizes:     1st Place $1,000     2nd Place $750     3rd Place $500

Essay Prompt - Grades 9 and 10 (Suggested word count, 500 words)
Prizes:     1st Place $500     2nd Place $300     3rd Place $150

Watch the video and select a quote or moment that 

remains relevant today. Explain how your choice 

illustrates the enduring significance of lessons learned 

from the Oklahoma City bombing and how it can 

inspire hope. Support your argument with examples 

from current events and/or your personal experiences.

Watch the video and respond to the prompt at 
MemorialMuseum.com/essaycontest.  

The video includes evidence of the impact of violence from the bombing 
on April 19, 1995. Teacher, parent, and student discretion is advised. 

memorialmuseum.com
https://youtu.be/a40HvDlAEoQ
https://youtu.be/a40HvDlAEoQ
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